
 
 

BOY SCOUT TROOP 229 PRESENTED A U.S. FLAG FROM IRAQ 
 

Winamac, IN ς On Monday, March 17, the Boy Scouts of Troop 229 were surprised by the 
presentation of a U.S. flag carried on a combat operation in Northern Iraq by U.S. Army Ranger, 
Airborne, and Special Operations (intelligence) forces.  A gift to the troop by Sergeant (E8) Paul Meyers, 
son of Pastor Glen Meyers of the First Christian Church and his wife, Cathy, the flag included a certificate 
of authenticity and two commemorative coins.  Paul has been serving his country in Iraq, and has 
recently returned to his home base in Arizona. 

As eloquently stated by Scout Master Dan Murphy during the presentation by Pastor Meyers, the 
words of the Scout Oath, the Scout Law, and the Pledge of Allegiance recited at the beginning of every 
scout meeting are not just words but have a real meaning behind them.  This flag helps remind us of 
that meaning. 

The certificate of authenticity, signed by Infantry Major R. Blake Lackey, commanding officer of the 
ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŎŀǊǊƛŜǎ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜΥ  ά¢ƻ ŎŜǊǘƛŦȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ŦƭŀƎ ǿŀǎ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƻƴ нс bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ нллт 
during a combat operation in Northern Iraq, in direct support of the Global War on Terrorism.  As this 
flag was carried, it symbolized the sovereign power of the United States of America and the unshakable 
ǊŜǎƻƭǾŜ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ƻǳǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǎŀŦŜΦέ  The certificate alsƻ ǊŜƳƛƴŘǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƻǳǘǎ ǘƻ ά.Ŝ tǊŜǇŀǊŜŘΦέ 

Boy Scout Troop 229 will soon have a website, and images of the flag, the certificate, and the coins 
will be prominently displayed. 

 



 
This Certificate of Authenticity for the flag tells its history and reminds us of the cost of our freedom. 

 



 
The commemorative coins remind us of the importance of Operation Iraqi Freedom and the Boy 

Scouts of America to our country. 
 
 
 
 
 
 


